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Academy Week: Ensemble performance of
early and contemporary music

Taking place from 7 - 12 September 2020, Academy Week is the event 
at the heart of  the Ensemble Academy Freiburg. Surpassing the co-existence 
of  different styles and periods, this program aims to give participants a 
thorough understanding of  early and contemporary music.
Since mutual artistic inspiration is absolutely vital to this endeavour, we 
are convinced participants will benefit greatly from sharing their experienc-
es with different performance techniques and broadening their horizon 
by learning new approaches. What we hope to achieve during Academy 
Week is to give participants the opportunity to learn specific skills for 
use in specialised ensembles and to simply come together in their joy of 
making music.

Passionate about tradition and the modern times: The Ensemble Academy 
Freiburg is a joint institution operated by the two internationally renowned 
and specialised orchestras ensemble recherche and the Freiburger Barockorchester. 
Both formations are impressive examples of  how specialisation in one 
repertoire and a fascination for innovation go hand in hand. They are 
united in their search for exciting worlds of  sound as well as their desire 
for the unknown. The Ensemble Academy Freiburg aims to connect the 
two respective core areas of  early and contemporary music and serve as 
a forum for exchange.
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Both tracks offer a minimum of  two individual lessons a 45 min, rehearsals 
in chamber and orchestral music respectively, as well as joint workshops for 
all participants. At the end of  the week, participants will get the chance to 
present the results of  their work in a public performance.
Baroque orchestral music: This year, the Freiburger Barockorchester offers a 
course on orchestral music. The programme includes Jean-Féry Rebel’s 
suite Les élémens and Jan Dismas Zelenka’s Hipocondrie a 7 concertanti (selection 
of  individual musicians for each piece will be decided by the instructors). In 
order to qualify for the course, participants are required to be well versed 
in historically informed performance (Baroque pitch 415 Hz) and must 
bring their own instrument (with the exception of  harpsichords, which will 
be provided).
Contemporary chamber music: Pieces for the course offered by ensemble 
recherche won’t be selected until after the application process has ended. We 
encourage you to sign up as an existing ensemble, even if  you are just get-
ting started. You are welcome to suggest specific contemporary chamber 
music pieces you would like to work on. Otherwise we will select the reper-
toire for you. If  you apply as an ensemble, you will receive a group discount 
(course fee: €300 per person). Individual applications are still possible and 
equally welcome.

What can you expect during Academy Week?

Who are we trying to reach with Academy Week?

We are looking for advanced music students as well as professional musicians 
who are interested in ensemble performance and would like to spend a 
week of  intensive study of  music, from baroque to classical and/or con-
temporary.
Academy Week offers two tracks of  study: orchestral performance of 
baroque to classical music and ensemble performance of  contemporary 
music. All participants are invited to attend both classes offered by the 
Freiburger Barockorchester as well as ensemble recherche, although you are just as 
welcome to register for only one of  the two courses.
In both cases a registration fee of  €350 applies.



Monday, 7/9  2 pm  Welcome address
   8 pm  Opening concert with members of  ensemble recherche and    
     the Freiburger BarockConsort

Tuesday, 8/9  2 pm  Rhythm workshop with Klaus Steffes-Holländer and Werner   
     Saller
   8 pm  Have a beer with...

Wednesday, 9/9  2 pm  Breathing workshop with Shizuyo Oka and Maike Buhrow

Thursday, 10/9  2 pm  Open Space with Clemens K. Thomas

Friday, 11/9  2 pm  Intonation workshop with Åsa Åkerberg and Torsten Johann
   8 pm  In-class performance night (participants choose their own pieces)

Saturday, 12/9  8 pm  Public closing concert

Academy Week begins on Monday, 7/9/2020 and ends after the final con-
cert on Saturday, 12/9/2020.
Chamber music rehearsals and individual lessons will be taking place 
every day. Therefore, we kindly ask you to be available for rehearsals 
and lessons during the entire period of  Academy Week. We also want to 
encourage you to sit in on your fellow participants’ lessons.
Both the opening and closing concerts will take place at the Ensemble-
haus and are open to the public. Classes will be held for the most part 
at the Ensemblehaus; additional space for lessons and rehearsals will be 
available at the Freiburg University of  Music.

Course syllabus



Petra Müllejans   Historical violin
Werner Saller   Historical viola
Guido Larisch   Historical violoncello
James Munro   Violone
Daniela Lieb   Traverso
Ann-Kathrin Brüggemann Historical oboe and woodwind section
Javier Zafra   Historical bassoon
Torsten Johann   Harpsichord and orchestra class

Melise Mellinger  Violin
Paul Beckett   Viola
Åsa Åkerberg   Cello
Eduardo Olloqui  Oboe
Shizuyo Oka   Clarinet
Klaus Steffes-Holländer  Piano

Instructors of the Freiburger Barockorchester

Instructors of ensemble recherche



Monday, 7/9/2020, 8 pm

Members of  the Freiburger BarockConsort and ensemble recherche
Ensemblehaus

Heinrich Ignaz Franz von Biber: Battalia
Francesco Durante: Concerto in A-major, «La Pazzia» (Madness)
Gonçalo Gato: Elementos
Roman Haubenstock-Ramati: multiple 5
Georg Philipp Telemann: 6 Kanonische Sonaten, Nr. 2 D-major
Georg Philipp Telemann: 6 Kanonische Sonaten, Nr. 6 in g-minor
Vito Žuraj: Ruée

Opening concert

Chaos and music don’t seem to go very well together, what with music 
generally being somewhat organised and structured and therefore inherent-
ly not chaos. Nevertheless, this topic is suited as thematic focus of  the 
Ensemble Academy: On the one hand, this is because throughout the 
course of  its history, music has always been subject to a constant process 
of  change, and because at any point in time, there would be critics ac-
cusing contemporary composers of  creating works of  chaos; on the other 
hand, it is because there have always been attempts to express (natural, 
warlike, man-made) chaos through sound. A prominent example of  this 
is the opening sequence of  Jean-Féry Rebel’s suite Les élémens, which will 
be the covered as part of  the orchestra class offered by the Freiburger Barock-
orchester. In this piece we can find one of  the earliest clusters in the history 
of  music, at the moment the elements emerge from chaos. Chaotic con-
ditions can also arise out of  Roman Haubenstock-Ramati’s thusly struc-
tured graphic notation of  his piece multiple 5, which will be performed by 
ensemble recherche. Nevertheless, chaos cannot exist without its counterpart, 
order: thus, any piece of  music is bound to display, to varying degrees, the 
ever-changing conditions between chaos and order, freedom and struc-
ture, so that the game between the two antagonists continuously resurfac-
es within (modern) compositions of  all eras.

Thematic focus 2020: Chaos



Due to the limited number of  places, participants will be chosen for ac-
tive participation based on artistic ability.
Please hand in your application by 31 May 2020. Register online via 
www.muvac.com/en/baden-wuerttembergische-ensemble-akademie-freiburg
We are looking forward to your application!

Application process

Active participation:   €350
Active participation as an ensemble: €300 per person
Passive participation:    €200
A registration fee of  €100 will apply as a deposit upon registration. In 
case of  cancellation on your part after the registration deadline, this fee 
will be retained. If  your application is not accepted, the deposit will be 
refunded to you promptly after the selection process has ended.
Further information is available at www.ensemble-akademie.de/en/ and 
www.facebook.com/Ensemble.Akademie

Admission fees

http://www.muvac.com/baden-wuerttembergische-ensemble-akademie-freiburg
http://www.ensemble-akademie.de
http://www.facebook.com/Ensemble.Akademie
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